ROLLING THUNDER NJ CHAPTER 2
Newsletter (June 2017)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Well, looks like summer may be here, for how long, who
knows. We are back from DC and it rained on us, but still a
good year as always. The Chapter had some fun down there
and saw some new things. For those whod i d n totDC,g o
you might want think about it for next year. Other than
parking, we have a lot of fun.

We have the BBQ Event coming up June 25th and I will go
over everything at our meeting June 215

Our Education Committee, Dave and Paul have been busy

visiting Lacey Schools and talking to the kids. Clearly

teachers aren't teaching kids about the POW issue or

anything else related to VeteransorourMi | i t ar ypto So
us to teach these kids. | want to thank Dave and Paul for

doing what they do.

See you all soon. Get out and promote our BBQ, not much
time left.

Thanks,

Lou




FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

“Quotations on Patriotism and Prayer” by Eric Dinyer

Support our Troops

What do we mean by patriotism in the context of our times? | venture to suggest that what we
mean is a sense of national responsibility...a patriotism which is not short, frenzied outbursts of
emotion, but the tranquil and stead dedication of a lifetime

Adlai E. Stevenson

A nation reveals itself not only by the men it produces but also by the men it honors, the men it
remembers.

John F. Kennedy

This land is your land, this land is my land, from California to the New York Island. From the
Redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters, this land was made for you and me.

Woody Guthrie
To get nations back on their feet, we must first get down on our knees.

Billy Grahm

| have the book if anyone wants to see it.

Iris Amoriello
aamorel357@comcast.net
Secretary

Chapter 2, NJ
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MONTHLY COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHT

Product Committee

The Product Committee is responsible for ordering, pricing, and displaying items the
Chapter Offers for sale from the Product Table. The Product Committee shall consist of a
Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Members. They are expected to maintain a running
inventory of all items on hand and order or reorder standing stock as needed. Any large
orders needed to support a major event will be prepared in writing and presented to the
President.

By direction of National: As of November 2008, the Product Committee Chairperson is
required to provide a complete end of year inventory of Product on hand and any Product
Committee assets of value. This report may be one on a spreadsheet, but must include
monetary value of all product on hand and assets in the control of the Product Committee.
This report will be approved by the President.

Media Committee

The Media Committee ensures that all Chapter events, functions, and actions of

Rolling Thunder®, Inc., N.J. Chapter 2 are brought to the attention of the general public.
This may be through but not limited to: Newspapers, Radio Stations, Television Stations or
other means of public awareness. The Media Committee shall consist of a Chairperson,
Vice Chairperson, and Members.

Govermen Affairs Committee

The Government Affairs Committee shall provide information to the General Membership
concerning Veterans rights. This Committee shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice
Chairperson, and Members willing to work on Local, State, and National Government
issues, bills, and laws. They shall also stay informed with Veterans welfare, legislation,
and current developments pertinent to the cause and Rolling Thunder®, Inc. The
Committee will also coordinate any letter writing campaigns or events that the Chapter
chooses to endorse and support.



Cuba's Vietnam War Involvement

An important consideration in need of immediate attention is an accounting of our servicemen captured in the Vietham War and
imprisoned in Cuban-operated POW camps. Of utmost importance is an accounting of the 17 American airmen captured in
North Vietnam and then taken to Cuba for medical experiments in torture techniques.

Most Americans are unaware that Cuba was deeply involved in the Vietnam War. In fact they had an engineering battalion
cal | e@irbibirei gade,” that was maintaining Route Nine, a major
included a POW camp and field hospital very near the DMZ, just inside North Vietnam.

Meanwhile Cuban interrogators worked in Hanoi at a prison known as the Zoo. We know of these operations and some of what
happened to our servicemen after so managed to survive and be repatriated in the winter of 1973, during Operation
Homecoming.

Following his release Major Jack Bomar, a Zoo survivor, described the brutal beating of Captain Earl G. Cobelil, an F-105F

electronics warfare officer, by Cuban Major Fernando Vecino Alegret, known by t he POWs as “Fidel
Cobeil, Bomarr el at ed, “he was completely catatonic. .. His body wa
to have severed his wrists.Slivers of bamboo were i mbedded
swollen, a dirty yellowish black and purple [countenance] f
In an effortto force Cobeilt o tFa ldle | “ sanafsihetd i nt o the man’s face, driving h
the center of the room and made to get down onto his knees.

Screamingi n rage, Fidel took a |l ength of rubber hose from a gua
prisoner did not react; he did not c¢cry out or even bl imr& an
with the hose.”

Because of his grotesque physical condition Captain Cobeiilwas not repatriated but instead
his remains returned in 1974. ( Mi ami Herald, August, 22 1909
before the House International Relations Committee, Chaired by the Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman, November 4, 1999.)

Incredibly, Fi del ' Blao Jameskeslei s f we | | known as he somehow managed t
Muchl ess is known about our 17 captured airmen taken to Cuba
Havana'Maristhspsa secr et Cuban pr2irtetligence semicebAfew@ere held in thesMaZarra
(Psychiatric) Hospital and served as human guinea pigs used to develop improved methods of extracting information through
“torture and drugs to induce [American] prisoners to cooper

After being shot down in April of 1972, U.S. Navy F-4 pilot, Lt. Clemmie McKinney, an African-American, was imprisoned near
the Cuban compound called Work Site Five. His capture occurred while then-Cuban president Fidel Castro was visiting the
nearby Cuban field hospital. Although listed as killed in the crash by DOD, his photograph standing with Castro, was later
published in a classified CIA document.

Moret han 13 vyears | ater, on August 14, 1985, the North Vietn
November 1972. However, a U.S, Army forensic anthropol ogi st
probably several years | ater.” The report Mapsaspuidorgwitakis t hat h
remains returned to Vietnam for repatriation. (We also paid big money for the remains—delivered in stacks of green dollars to

Hanoi aboard an AF C-141 from Travis AFB, California.)

Unfortunately, our servicemen held in the Cuban POW camp near Work Site Five (Cong Truong Five), along with those in two

other Cuban run camps were never acknowledged nor accounted for and the prisoners simply disappeared.

four honor code of “Duty, Honor, Country,” and our national
slogans, then before our relations with Cuba can be normalized, their murderous leadership must account for our POWs—
especially the 17 airmen taken to Cuba. The civilized world and American veterans demand it.

Additional research on this topic, by John Lowery, is below:
Research by John Lowery


http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/egcobeil.htm
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/egcobeil.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_H._Kasler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_H._Kasler
http://www.amigospais-guaracabuya.org/oagmb002.php
http://www.amigospais-guaracabuya.org/oagmb002.php
http://www.amigospais-guaracabuya.org/oagmb002.php
http://www.amigospais-guaracabuya.org/oagmb002.php

References:

“Torture of American Prisoners by Cuban Agents,” Juan O. Tam
1999. www.aiipowmia.com/testimony/cubanews5.html

“Cuban War Crimes Against American POWs,"” Michael D. Benge,
1999. www.vvof.org/cuba_reshtm

“The Cuban Torture Program ..Torture of American Prisoners by
House International Relations Committee Chaired by the Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman. November 4,
1999. www.aiipowmia.com/ testimony/cuba_benge.html.

“Cuban War Cri mes Against American POWs During the Wwetnam W
nationalalliance.org/cuba/ benge2.htm(Undated)

“The Evidence is Clear,” BP@WwvMkiforofeviderce lanmMdy P3g2006e r s

Benge, Michael Denni s, Bi o” L o st//v@e.préasyongne. comfaialeB8l9.htBl1l January

Article submitted by Dave Albertson


http://www.aiipowmia.com/
http://www.vvof.org/cuba_reshtm
http://www.aiipowmia.com/
http://www.nationalalliance.org/cuba/benge2.htm
http://www.nationalalliance.org/cuba/benge2.htm
http://www.nationalalliance.org/cuba/benge2.htm
http://www.nationalalliance.org/cuba/benge2.htm
http://www.powmiaff.org/
http://www.greasyonline/
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Kilroy Was Here — Washington, D.C., WWil Memarial

' 'E IS ENGRAVED IN STONE in the National War Memorial in Washington, D.C., back in a
small alcove where very few people have seen it. For the WWII generation, this will bring back

memories. For the younger folks, it’s a bit of trivia that is a part of our American history.

Anyone born in 1913 to about
1950 is familiar with Kilroy. No one
knew why he was so well known, but
everybody seemed to get into it. So

who was Kilroy?

In 1946 the American Transit As-
sociation, through its radio program,
Speak to America, sponsored a nation-

v hon (re~drawn)~ by J.-N. L.

wide contest to find the real Kilroy,
offering a prize of a real wrolley car to
the person who could prove himself
to be the genuine article. Almost 40
men stepped forward to make that
claim, but only James Kilroy from
Halifax, Mass., had evidence of his
identity.

“Kilroy™ was a 46-year-old ship-
yard worker during the war who
worked as a checker at the Fore River
Shipyard in Quincy. His job was to
go around and check on the number
of rivets completed. Riveters were on
piecework and gort paid by the rivet.
He would count a block of rivets and
put a checkmark in semi-waxed lum-

ber chalk, so the rivets wouldn't be
counted twice. A

When Kilroy went off duty, the
riveters would erase the mark. Larer
on, an off-shift inspector would come
through and count the rivets a sec-
ond time, resulting in double pay for
the riveters.

One day Kilroy's boss called him____
into his office. The foreman was up-
set about all the wages being paid to
riverers, and asked him to investigare.
It was then he realized what had been
going on.

The tight spaces he had to crawl in
to check the rivers didn't lend them-

selves to lugging around a paint can

GV RIOHARN | ATOREA ATOES PO
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“World War i Display at 2011 Wings & Wheels®
by Lee Cannon

and brush, so Kilroy decided to stick
with the waxy chalk. He continued to
puthis check markoneachjob hein-
spected, but added "KILROY WAS
HERE” in king-sized letters next to
the check, and eventually added the
sketch of the chap with the long nose
peering over the fence and that be-
came part of the Kilroy message.
Once he did that, the riveters
stopped trying to wipe away his
marks. Ordinarily the rivets and
chalk marks would have been covered
up with paint. With the war on, how-
ever, ships were leaving the Quincy
Yard so fast that there wasn’t time
to paint them. As a result, Kilroy's

inspection “trademark” was seen by
thousands of servicemen who board-
ed the troopships the yard produced.

His message apparently rang a

bell with the servicemen, because
they picked itup and spread it all over
Europe and the South Pacific.

Before war’s end, “Kilroy” had been
here, there and everywhere on the
long hauls to Berlin and Tokyo. To the
troops outbound in those ships, how-
ever, he was a complete mystery; all
they knew for sure was that someone
named Kilroy had “been there first.”

As a joke, U.S. servicemen began
placing the graffiti wherever they
landed, claiming it was already there
when they arrived.

Kilroy became the U.S. super-GlI
who had always “already been” wher-
ever Gls went. It became a challenge
to place the logo in the most unlikely
places imaginable. It is said to be
atop Mt. Everest, the Statue of Lib-

| erty, the underside of the Arc de Tri-

omphe and even scrawled in the dust

B on the moon.

“Foxx Equipment Mural - Binesaurs and Cavemen - Kilroy Was Here”

by Marshall Astor from San Pedro, United States

As the war went on, the legend
grew. Underwater demolition teams
routinely sneaked ashore on Japa-
nese-held islands in the Pacific to
map the terrain for coming invasions
by U.S. troops (and thus, presum-
ably, were the first Gls there). On
one occasion, however, they reported
seeing enemy troops painting over
the Kilroy logo!

In 1945, an outhouse was built for
the exclusive use of Roosevelt, Stalin
and Churchill at the Potsdam confer-
ence. Its first occupant was Stalin,
who emerged and asked his aide (in
Russian), “Who is Kilroy?”

To help prove his authenticity in
1946, James Kilroy brought along offi-
cials from the shipyard and some of the
riveters. He won the trolley car, which
he gave to his nine children as a Christ-
mas gift and set up as a playhouse in
the Kilroy yard in Halifax, Mass.
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WHAT IS A VETERAN?

A * Ve t—avhether bn active duty, discharged, retired, or reserve-

IS someone who, at one point of their life, wrote a blank check made

payable to “The United States of
Il ncluding his or her |

That is Honor. And there are way too many people in this country
today who no longer understand that fact.
Pride Runs Deep

POW MIA
“We Wi I | Never Forget?’
WWI 3,344
WWII 78,421
Cold War 120
Korea 7,974
Vietham 1,633

Rolling Thunder ®, Inc. Mission Statement

Rolling Thunder ®, |l nc.’s major functi on
POW/MIAissue. To educate the public of the fact that many
American prisoners of war were left behind after all past wars.

To help correct the past and to protect the future veterans from

being left behind should they become Prisoners Of War/Missing

In Action. We are committed to helping American veterans from

all wars. Rolling Thunder is a non-profit organization and

everyone donates his or her time because they believe in the
POW/MIA issue.



ROLLING THUNDER ® NJ 2
2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

23 April Chapter 2 NJ Suicide Awareness Run
29 April Chapter 2 NJ Candlelight Vigil

25-29 May 30t National Ride for Freedom DC
25 June Chapter 2 NJ BBQ

17 September  Chapter 2 NJ Freedom Ride
1 October Chapter 2 NJ Bikefest
21-22 October  Cranberry Festival Weekend

11 November Veterans Day LB Harley to Holmdel & Night
Fundraiser (Benefits RTNJ2 Scholarship Fund)

2 December Chapter 2 NJ Christmas Party
9 December Toy Drive (A.R.M.S.)

16 December Veterans Christmas Party at Crystal Lake

Event (in Red) is Mandatory.
Al | Events are credited towards I
requirements to remain a member in good standing.



